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ZOME in!’’ we responded to a smart, business-like tap, heard resounding upon our sanctum 
door, which forthwith flew open and disclosed a bustling, energetic individual, arrayed 
in gay clothing of the latest Bond Street cut. He walked in briskly, bowed profusely, 
and, with a blandly bewitching, benevolent smile, proffered us a card, whereon was 


inscribed an auspicious appellation—‘‘ Hooley Terror de Rougemont Grin.” 


We gazed at our visitor interrogatively, and uttering the monosyllabic inviting ‘“‘ Yes?” 
waited for him to state his business. 


‘‘You are the Prince of Jesters, and I want to unfold a tale—not a contribution—which will 
permit every member of the United Kingdom and of our Wide World Empire, upon which the Sun 
never sets, to participate in your inimitable publication, to the exclusion of every other paper. We 
should soar to the zenith of our ambition and amaze the population with the stupendous Royalty of 
Fun’s front sheet. All the Dukes, Marquises, Earls, Viscounts, Barons, and Knights would be in 
ecstacy, ‘nd enthralled at the mere hint that their names would appear—upon terms to be arranged— 
upon Fun’s front sheet. There would be a rush; there would be a boom; the Street of Bouverie would 


be blocked with excited applicants, glad enough to get even a shred of an application form.” 


‘Really, Mr. Hooley Terror de Rougemont Grin, I fail to divine your embellished discourse (we 
managed to get a word in somehow). Our front sheet is filled, for many a month to come, with our 
Friends’ brief intimations of their respective wares and merchandise, and we have an excellent clientéle 


amongst the aristocracy, nobility, gentry, et hoc genus omne.” 


‘“Ah! my dear sir, you mistake my meaning,” replied Mr. Grin. ‘I am the Great Company 
Promoter. I want to make a company of Fun, with a million sterling capital in £1 shares.” 


‘“My dear sir,’’ we returned, “you are mistaken. There is no greater promoter of company than 
Fun. We share it with everyone, and issue it to the public at one penny every Tuesday—long nick- 
named Funday—to millions of readers all over the world. Our company has been most royally supported 
by our Friends the Public close upon forty years, and we shall never desert Mr. Micawber—I mean 
the Public.”’ 

At this Mr. Grin looked disconcerted; our heart was touched at his evident despair. To brighten 


his spirits, we held out to him our latest Report (which he eagerly took) for the Half-year, entitled 





Uoluwmne Sixty-eight. 
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